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7 February 2023 

 

Alex Taylor 

Acting Assistant Secretary, Compliance Assessment Branch 

Department of Health and Aged Care 

GPO Box 9848 

Canberra ACT 2601 

 

By email: hc.consultation@health.gov.au 

 

Dear Alex 

 

Re: Proposed changes to the Health Insurance (Professional Services Review – Allied 

Health and Others) Determination 

 

Audiology Australia (AudA) welcomes the opportunity to provide feedback on the draft 

Health Insurance (Professional Services Review – Allied Health and Others) Determination (the 

Determination). AudA is the peak professional body for the profession of audiology, 

representing over 3,400 practising audiologists across Australia and 95 per cent of all 

practising audiologists in the country. AudA is responsible for ensuring that the highest 

standard of self-regulation is met for audiologists in Australia.  

 

AudA has reviewed the proposed legislative change to the draft Determination and 

supports the inclusion of definitions for the health professionals listed in the 

Determination. AudA acknowledges that the Department has utilised definitions for health 

professionals by reference to registration under the Health Practitioner Regulation National 

Law (the National Law) for registered health professionals, and by reference to professional 

qualifications for health professionals who are not regulated under the National Law. AudA 

notes that the audiology profession is a health profession that is not regulated through the 

National Registration and Accreditation Scheme (NRAS) under the National Law. 

 

AudA is a member of the National Alliance of Self Regulating Health Professions (NASRHP), 

the national peak body representing self-regulating health professions in Australia. 

Australian peak bodies of self-regulating health professions must meet benchmark 

standards for regulation and accreditation of health practitioners within that profession in 

order to obtain membership with NASRHP. The NASRHP standards have been closely 

modelled on the Australian Health Practitioner Regulation Agency (AHPRA) standards and 
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were developed to provide the highest professional standards of practice for self-regulating 

health professions. AudA has met and continues to meet the rigorous standards required 

for membership in the NASRHP. 

 

AudA is seeking the following amendment in regard to the definition of ‘Audiologist’ as 

outlined in Section 5 of the draft Determination (refer page 2): 

 

Audiologist means a person who is: 

(a) a Full Member of Audiology Australia and is certified as an Audiology 

Australia Accredited Audiologist; or 

(b) an Ordinary Member—Audiologist, or a Fellow Audiologist, of the 

Australian College of Audiology. 
 

AudA notes that the draft Determination refers to AudA’s Certificate of Clinical Practice. The 

term ‘Certificate of Clinical Practice’ is no longer used by AudA. Audiologists who are 

clinically certified by AudA are now referred to as an ‘Audiology Australia Accredited 

Audiologist’. Audiology Australia Accredited Audiologists can provide government-funded 

audiological services, such as via Medicare. 

 

AudA acknowledges that the health professionals and vocations listed under the 

Determination may be reviewed for inappropriate practice in the provision of Medicare 

services under the Professional Services Review Scheme.  

 

We welcome the opportunity to discuss any aspect of our letter with you further. I can be 

contacted via Elissa Campbell, Advocacy and Policy Manager on (03) 9940 3900 or 

Elissa.Campbell@audiology.asn.au.  

 

Yours sincerely  

 
 

Dr Barbra Timmer  

President 
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